
Ju4 18, 1943 

Dr. T. Puck 
Biophysicrs L&o&my 
‘University of Colorado Il[edic&l. School 
lienvar 7, Colorado 

Dear Ted: 

We are leaving in a wrsek or so to drive ta San Francitwo to the 5.A.B. 
Jiaeet~s . CUL” Ztimwwy Prr ~b=jt yet f tied., though we would probably pref or 
the northern route. But can you td.l w whethew you expect to be at home, 
in Augustr SG W. at W-E could weigh U-m chmass of a detour to Denver? E;ifthL? 
rather wide margina, the relevant dates would be about Auguot 1 and Auguet 22. 
Psrhapa we will see pbu at the Blasting itself. 

I enJoyed your ml,, but as Z feared there is not lpllch I can add by way of 
dimwaion, It would be iRtersM.ng aometinse to m&e a more thmough genetic 
as well aa physiological etudy of phage-resistance. About all we do know now, 
from the genet;tc side, ia tnunma~ized in the 1951 CSW pp. 430431, and in Gene tioar 
in the 20th Centu~p, pp* 276478. I have had in llnind to do a more thorough 
study of the lnteractlons of different Vl alleles in heteroaygotm, but none of 
rqy ratudenta so far worked up very much intere& in this. This kind of analydrs 
should be paralleled by a more exacting study of- a&aorptive properties of the 
diff srsnt gene types than we have felt we could do. On the other hand, the T phagels 
are probably not the best fnaterial for receptor 8bUdieS; I thMc rather clearer 
rtmaltd, from the point of view of extraction of the recp&m, aould be got&n 
with phagea for the mmtq~~M&~ better defined somatic and K ant&em of other 
E. toll or SaluWella atraiml than L-12 or B (which are nroughfl aa can be). 

I we8 particularly iqmased by your synthetic lysin (the dime&& minoethyl 
amylate>- does this aatually lyee ami clear the B cultures? Aa fa obvious, 
auuh a reagent might have a great mmy applications, apart from phage work: to 
mention two offhand, to lyss E. 0014. for enzymtfc stud.tas, and as a selective 
agent in station, recombination stud&m, etc. If it worka so cleanly,? is it 
available for further trial? Doris Hotman is here th5.a grear to work on the 
curious %ctivatiok~t of lactase when coli cella are extracted, OP simply treated 
with bemenr or pentanol. It would be interesting to determine whether this lysin 
also %ctivateslf; phags lysates are supposed to have full l.ac&ase activfty. If it 
wtiuld be more convenient, I. vvopld writ+ to ?J. ,;. Dav%a MIt_ but I thcught I might 
try to beg 8~1114 from you first. Dr. Rottnsn wUl be in the lab. most of the Tim 
we’re away. 

Sinusrely, 

Joshua bdsrberg 


